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la-n-*-aJ t ' IACAZtNI

I ran sel: the other grcilp in the backgircrnd, just visible
b*hinci the trees. I see someone v;aiking past holtring a
Li:ngth of rope, lc*king q*iie determinad Rlchard r*ads
atoud: resources for r*ccver;lrg i+e seys in a cLear
explanalory voics; il ii qilifs clear, ,,0",o can use wi*leyer
F;asiq the&asker They aLl stand in * circle anrj listen t*
hirn wilhcr-rt saying a rv*rd. Helen and Fran try- to build
a struf turE l ike the ones that support  Indinn tents,
using three poles. R.ichard taiks again: r.vhc r:.gcnE to ,:ra,te
* dscrsron;fouf wfrat we are Elo#rg fc Co, ot*s*lrrse rye
are gor,tg to r}]rii lhe Snre srais i-ney look ilp into th* trees,
there is a rflornent of sil*nce

Richard c l in ibs on a car tyre isant ag; inst  a t ree.
someclne mcntic*s they anly have seven rnirutes left
He t ies c lne end of  the rnpe around the tree t runk, i i ,s
di f f lcul t  to t io i t  and at  the ssrne t ime maintain the
balance standing on the iyre ivlatthevr takes over, and
Richard goes on to t ;e the other end cf  the rope t{r  a
wocijrn stick, in order tc pass the rope aver a branch of
encther tree" He $,ants tD use lhe stj.k as you wculd use
a needle to pass thread thr*ugh fabric. tive lrxinutes left.

Mafchew changes stfategy, hs noror tries to thrsw the rope
over the branches by rolling cne end in,Lo a ba[l,The betL
is row heavy enough ta tty over the branches. Onca they
get the rope up the brdnch, they make a loop with it
Lsulse says: right, f&ere are absut fwo r??ifi#tej lfff.;he
red object can't be tou.hed, so Louiss holds its weight
using two st icks The birds are chirping ,qt  last ,  i t ,s
done. The r*d object is ncw suspend*C affiongst the trees,
like a lveird hrar,y bird f-leLsn'r+ants to teke * pictLLrs Arna
gets the .aftera cu:" The group ilne up underneath the
red obje{i itnd Fran ask il the objoC will get in the pir:Lrre.

The gr*up is takrn back to the buiLding irti: a boanj roorn,
iffid* but c;isuaL, an oval tai:li: w;th chaif: arcL-rnd it,.:
ftip chart, a couple of sma{{ scf*s l-ibby ask them ro gopeat
the wcrds that best defined their mocd on ccrnptet)on
of the exercise. i:ren - stressed, l-1eLen - undevalLLed, L*uise
* Exhaustod, Cath * relie,.,*ii, Matt,- stressed, Richard _
irr i tate{ l  They ar* al l  s i t t ing *round th* tabLe, Nlat t
and Richard on one sid*,  lhe women on the other.

Oo tha tdirle ihere *re gtasses of crange dr!rk, and * jug
oi r,vater. Libby gives ihrrn an A3 sheet of paper with a
pie cfrert on it. Fach section wlll be rised to mark their
p*rtormance as a ieam in differ-eni aspects of exercise
resolLrt:on. Libby asks them rvhat cre they going to
give thernsetwr ior task rnderstanding Thrre is con5ensus
that iL should be sixty p*r  cenl

Motivattcn. S*meone says: we alJparlcfede $ir. Louise
says they cr:uld give themselves fifiy per cent, l",iatt re.kons
mor*, ltrichard thinks ahnrLt sixty per cent woulcl be
falr.Ihrir motivation was a bit uneven, rruith outbreaks
cf ;rctivity i*[[owed by panlysis.They get inta s r:liscussion
abollt how adequate it is to work in su!:groups, if thai
counts as teamwark" The convsrsation gets a fit tense.
Calh reckons it wci"rld have been better tc pLan t*gether
hr:w to suspenC the r:t{ect, rather than ec{{tpting r}ne
indjv iduaI EUggest;*n Lea<lership wasn' t  resolvet l ;  i t
wasn't igreed who would make decisions. lhe word
hierarchy is ment ion*C. Louise anC Richar<j  c lashed,
a*d ty:o teams were creatsd irrtuitively. libby pffjnls out
to them that a d*cision is a prclress

Then they discuss the i.ssue ol skills_As it was a tssk they
never" had to do before, hcw cauld ih*y know whn
would be gooei at doing what I*r exampis ta{i people
would have been Lretter ruiled ta hang thi*gs from
the trees lcuise says to Fr*n:you are &rilla,nrarrollrng
fags.

!-ibby ask the groul whst went wfailg. She msntions i:
key decision was to gc untler the p{astic sheet and
rlrag the cbjects out.That wasnt a group decision but still
was uselul lcr the grol:p Richard think decisicn-maklng

was cil ite gaod l-le says: if wasr't neal clear or tidy buf
so wirai - lf lo:as do,qE andil w*r,ted. They worked on the
tesk by expLor;ng **d experinr*nting

Next thoy havc to ;rark themselves c* communic;:tion.
Ag.rifi thsy mefltion ho'"v they ali par:ickecl over tiffe
ftd':agrrent" nnd their eilility to achieve the task.They
finaLiy settb far {crty pef cert. All at*ng they seem
ftalty engaged, rvhile I f*e[ very dete.hed ! .snnot
h*lp but feei there is something unnfitur*l aboilt getting
inio th is :o jntrnt ly.

Libby thi;rks scme cf lhe disegreernents fraven'l been
i-esolved, they need to talk about it mrre" Tfrcie ;re a
ccupie cf things tfiey rho*ld cr:ncentrate in betlering
during nex.t task, mainly leadership and gianning, tcuise
raises the i:suc of enjoymcnt again. Richarcl savs: 1,",{c says
we are fiere tc efijoy He thinks the cb:ecti,;e is tc
conrplete the tssk, not to have fun.

Libby nrakes e diagram abrc*t  Dr*blen sclv ing,  she
!.rrjies Dn tho ftip chart:AFLF -Analy:e, pian, Learn, ixe{ute
Ths \,vord LOVI !s aCded, next to ire .r",oic LTARN Ai ths
rnd cf  the task,  whetner yor ; re pteased rv i th the
i'es*lt cr stres:ed, ycu should know :.1c,; ro iearn fron lhe
successes and l*ilures. Libby takr: a bit oi 3ti:,:ak and rclls
it between her lingers When they ask hei r,inere the task
narnes come from, she ackncwledqes scne oi the tasks
have obscilfe n:lmes.They,overe ihosen 1.., the pecple who
Cei,ised them, they af* pei-s*nal narnes real,y

Tl":ey g* cn to talk about hclr {ompetiii,..e iney cculci gei.
about lhe differences betlveen pLey and ,,vci< Shouki they
be having fun or performing io a h:gi l  con- lDet i t ive
slardarC? LauisE thinks the t , "vc: . ings are i lot
incornp*tible. She says: ycu iave tc si'i,<e a balalce_
Rich*rd teLls Libby he thlnks in i l -€ s.o: t  iun _yDi l
shouldn't prioritise that people havel:n, iri itai the task
is compt*ted to a iatisfact*ry stanlarc

the yelLow team in;alks pfist the yi:-..ct., and wav{ls
gcodbye"They start gett;ng uF aild ieac\ ioi:le next task

Fr,eryi;o,Jy gp5 6ui ageiil f+r iia ie}; :;:!- ;- ,-: i3i+ find
i i t iy"rrr" l  : t r r r t tarFl l jerdv' , .  i , . ; ,  -  l=. ,  . - iSegrnB.
?v'e ere nil!"'in ancthei exa:ic;s€ grt:r:a :1 :;e" ileid io
ihe bgck of rhe bciidtngs.ihere ere :.. : ::"::t-es oi tate
deilneati4g s squef* iprre in t,ie ;er.t.e :.:.: ::eLd They
ha'.'e *ir*ady riladg s+ine deiisio:rs 5ai?r ti:::j r.l:ing:cme
botiie crdtes arotifiij, iifis a plank :i .i.,iia ?a3ecc; is
stsndiilg at e dist;rice frcry: th= otne.s, c;ar,ocr.ing iheir
ITt+r"ielrenrs lnd hoidirg lne ii5:rj.:tl.il: ir: he; hand
Sne asks rjr-;estl*:'lr l* tire atreir e1€i$ ine./ understend
wnst the-'t ate s,"$pcsed ir: C;

Tr+ rask :nr;ol"'r*-c iherx devisrFg a qsiefi t+ .ross the space
bel'n7e€fi ihe slieicnes oi::ae T+*y eaq use the thlee p{astic
crBtes :i-id lhe ptank of q;"ri, Dut .ilrey caililot !ou{h
tile gr"ouird it any tir"ne Th*y spend a lcng tiir:* ceciding
what they are going :J dc, a5 if thev r.uere toc a,,l,are *f the
neei tt cLcseL;".ioitcv;1hg 5gi *i tules ihe!, have been given



TASKS $r i th Re:ver 's f f  eveE*prn*rnt

Citlian finally says: ltLtinkwe shoul f do rfl They start
doinga fiial outside the des area. Like childen ptaying
but lrithout any of rhe joy or the matice.

AFrei a b;t af praciice, they come up with the ansraer.They
wrtt onty use the crate5, and just move one at a time,
creaiing a mobiie bridg?to advaftce their way to the other
end of the fie{d. They start crossing; Sarah goes first,
Steve follows. Rebecca takes a snapshot from one side of
the exercise area, and Anna takes a picture from the
opposite side. Sarah gets to the finishing [ine, and Steve
i"etuffis to the starting point afid gets Ci[[ian.They are not
a d to talk, sa Ciliian makes gestures te[ing Steve that
the crates should ga closer to each other. I notice three
penons jumping up and down to keep vrarm while they
wait for their tum to crcEs. I hear the sound of Anna\

7'as she jumps.

Everything is so still t fear nothing spontaneous wiil ever
happen. Rebecca is crcssing now with Ciltian.They are not

keeps them engaged? Duty? Cenerosity? Respect? Lack
' of imagination?

Clare has her camera hanging from her neck and it bangs
against the crate every time she bends down to pick it up.
Su is crossing now with her. They put the crates dowft a
bit careiessly. My desperation is such that I am thrilied by
the slightest hint of messinesrThey are ihe only one-s thai
haven't laid the crates para[[e[ io each other, and I am
exhilarated, which relieves and worries me by turns. After
two o. three steps, they starl aligning them property, making
sure they are parallel Someone must be pleased- The
cr+ss!*g finishes and Rebecca takes a picture There is
nc cheering or clapping hands. They stilt cannot tatk,
theie is another part of the task sti[[ ta cornplete. At
iasi, someone speaks up: we are flnkhed. Rebecca jumps
and screarns, Fm whisties.

Dave approaches them and asks if the plank should have
been left behind" He asks what their feelings are: Clare -
nappy, 5u - cald; Steve - happy; Rebecca - satisfied.
Someone UD. Da';e ask them to expand on pride,
group pride rather than individual. He asks them to
:deatify eiite teams: Steve says: Manchester United: and
then adds: Brazii 197A, Rebecca says: the wafters at 21

them el:te leams. People voiunteer: r'esults; each member
i; highly skilled; agenda; objectives. Dave says: going
back to ihe m and spartsworld, how da you thinkthey

/eel? Responsibitity; DesIre to win, t+ succeed; lndividual
responsibility for collective tasks; Difficult to get in and
slay rn.

They discuss what makes for e ve silent comrnunication"
They eg!'ee that it is based an trrLst, and that it is as effecti\€
as discussion and verbaI ccmmunication.
Su says she finds it interesting that the testing proved the
piankwouldn'i worlg Rebecca that she a thought the
plank woutdnt w'o*" but as Samh wanted to have a go, she
agreed. EnT is vralking aror.rnd with a rnug in her hand
looking a bit cold and desperate.,Anna takes a picture of
me typing. They are laughing at something that has
been said. Again they make reference to sitent language.

They ail walk a up the hitl, looking happy.Anna talks
to [m and me. She is siill trying to deeide whether to
observe or take Fart"We ask her whether she feels she
cannot engage unless she activeiy par-ticipates in the
exercises. She says: a let's go in.

When we ll/alk in rve find them standing around in a smatl
room, drinking tea ary{talking about the experience
using the language of team building. Em shows me a littie
picture cf mountains, undencored by the phrase quief

and what wasn't. The tasks have become central to their

conversation. There is no dissent. they al[ have their

heads together in this. I wonder if I am normai.

Dave comes back to cio the evaluation, They sit arolli'ld a

coffee table in the lounge.There is sonrething really cdd

;fi the seriousness whh which they can spenci so much time

discussing how wise it was to leave the plank behind The

overwhelming strength af the team was vety reeJ in

one hundred per cent enjoymeftt Communicatio* was
There were a few mornents of hesitation at the beginning

Em is standing at rhe back of thE room looking cut cf the
window Next tirne I toak up she is gcne. Anna wanders

around, joins the group and remains si[ent.

They evaluate their use of tirne. Su thinks the only
misused time was when Steve was iumping up and

down" The oihers point  out  that  [ t  was actual iy

experimentation time, which is as valici and useful as

any other. Dave tetls them there was quite a lot oi

honest communication; people poiilting out enor tc
others and acknowledging criticisrn. He says next task is

more compiicated, with nrore restri.tions. and asks thenr
to ptan ahead hcw they are going t+ face the problems,

They iook at the plans they nrade for the pr"evious tasklne
list is strikingly simiiar tc the one they have iust dcne. Dave

es f*r thern to expiain mar-e deer! what are tirey gcing

to d*.

Dave says: Clare doesnt speak rnuch bLrt has veryt spot on
ideas. i'ie tells them ccmmunicating is teiiing the others
what yol-r are thinkng. People shouici feel encouraged ta
speak even if is oniv to express support. He suggests
that they speak to each other more He asks them: as

individuais rvhat are you going tc do to iffiprove the
group perfomrance? Rebecca: be more flexible and tryr not

to push her ideas. Try convincing them if it is a g*od idea.

steve: try not to interr..ipt people cnce ne gets an idea. Su:
concefttrste more- C[are: be mcre ccfifidsnt.

wi[[ require a bit mare s',/4!ft action. He is afiaid they
might fefl into what they caLt anatysis paralysis, rhinking

so much ycu actually dcn't do an3'thing. Dave inircduces

Ihe name cf a theorist in leadership, Jahn something. He

says there are three levels in eff,ective leadershlp: echieve
a task, build a team, and develsp the iirdividual ile
pr€sents the three levets as three circles.A. goac leader rryill
be treating ail the three at the sarfle t;me" He asks whai
kind of leader will yeu have if one cf ihe three rings ti ihe
circie is overlooked The truth is being taught and learned
in front of my 1/ery eyes, I arn arnazed i think what

about hesitation. I ren:ember Em saying: therc a{e no

rebels in ihese groups.

the lounge tooks more and more like a peach ccloured box
Dave speak with the tone of someone that has reaci all
the book and knows atl the rules, encouraging, silPportive.
He (eeps ng back to his diag!-arr6 to maLe things Inorc

clear. He telis them how these concepts are used in the

commercial wortd, and how this is a guarantee that ]rou
afe going to be successful These rules create elite teams,

and very g*od leaders. f"{e asks for a leader to volunteer.
Rebecca asks if peopie can be nominated, They are
equipped wkh a diagram on how to be a gocd leader, pre-

wr;tten, pre-typed.

The discussion lcses momentum. Anna asks Dave to
have a iaak at any maierial he wilt distribute io ihem
beforghand. He defends the materials he is.giving them as
tools tc equip them for better perfonnance,Anna says:
yeah. I can see people getting dressed for th_e next

activity. They are beginnirg to more and beha',e iike an elite

sa$ng vefy effiphatical$: leadenhip HAS to happen. 5u sqls:
ya$ can get irustrcted blr..consensus. She mentions

,deadlines, and on how they might interfere with the

very possibility of consensus.

ijoin the group ;n Vet incths"exercise ground, r''vhich is mote
r-eguiari;: iaid out than the pr'evious cnes, mcre iike e

n.iilitary trsining rEmp-Th* graup ir grvrn 5cme insiFJ(tions

and e nui'nb*r of pr*ps.The resource-s they hav* been given

are moi'e professirnai, but the nu;nb*i lf chlices hare bseir

restrictecj.The quaiity and quantity cl the prcps, and ihe

lay cut of the *x*rcise gr*und encoi]rEges strdciure rather
than 'r-naking ric'.

I  ho orn:rr ,  hac al iaa.{  rsar ip l i5gd, dir id; f  1 i1-^;n.el \e!
cLeariy in subgroups with asslgneci srrbiasks, Th*y cen
:lo\1, uJlr-i, in a ieam bLT !,r:lhodr iiracs i itart see ir:g ihc

tesks lntrflannec,edners, h*,,v cne leeds tr: anoth*i" in Eame
scrt of gand denrcnstmtion of t-eemwcf( tniths tvhat se+rns

t* be put fcr'r,trC is the iciea ihat di:oid*i m*kit",g da and
improvisation are inef{.ettiue; whiie proper planning, propei

tools, assigning definilive roles and tasks ta indivrduals and

l- 'a\rng d leacjer guaronlees si l  Les5. plalsJ 'e, ,af isf ;ar io i ' .

a reyuarding feeling Ordei is v"'inning ihe day"

This exercire gr*unC i: cut in the fieids, a spacirus and llght

suncunded by trees ssfire more sir-htie hinis, ptrtho-{osi-yi;{
parailelism fficilitaied- lir a certain way this taik !t a
parody af tile fir-st one They have to lift anlther recj

object ia smali and hear1' piastic tcntair':er") using ropes and
polee, ,rn'J iherp ere ae.tail ptris or the grou4C lhe.'/

cannol slep ;i'r

Er..en the way in v.;hich ihey sfe crrnrfiunlcating ts each

nther has chariged, i suppcse rh;t's the'"rtiole p*int cf b*!i:g
here, yeu cauid cell it ie:r-ning, if learning is m*rei1: a
pi-ocess af i-er*iving irrformaiicfi and assimilating it. Their

voices sound rnore c+r:fident ihey exchang* ideas anci lay
out diiferent cpticns. Th*y ai-* tomm,-;nicating vrry
rat;snaiiir. fofifiici is e*sing a;rd less em*tians are brought
into play They are here tr: peifcim a tnsk.

Three of th*rn sre now standing oil one end ol th*
ground, behind a iine ai tape.At the oppasite end, also benind
a iine, Richerd is i*aning against e metal pole F4att siends

clcse Dyi i-eading the lnstructicns carefuil5tThey ail hoid oans
of a iong ror:e, which links ihem es a ttarn alth**gh
they have to siay apari withi* their designated ai"eas
Fren is standing alane in a smail island irolf way bet'oveen

the two iine5.They need tc t;ke i.he ccntainei: frcm one sid*
to the cther without siepping out tf the!r work area

I iock at them, handiing the objects, sianding in tnEir

assigned positions, ancj someh*',t, it makes me feel
exirernel;v anxicu:. The v':hc[e rhing i"ernincjs me cf e
Labvrinih furi- iats I wi:h they wcuid ail rrn away and
disappear into the rvccds, naked cr something An act cf

wiidness.

There is a liitie archard surround*d bV stfrne i,4Jails, a

sense of neatness €v*rywfiE16 | ioak I try to doncentrat*
on the task.They finall"y heve started to execute ii, having

settied fcr a st!'a The object is suspended lrarc ihe rope

and ',vith consicierable effcrt is being moved tl the central
is iand Richard ;nd Matt  hald the rope hlgh and ihe



TASK 3 -  zu!TR"* af f id ARCi-!gRY Ia-n-n-al  i l iA.cAZtNt

cc:rtainer siicies ccwn iorr,,arcs Fra*. r.vho is alone there
tar re(etvs it.

She ncrry h;s t* g*t ii tc Louise, Cath and Helen, r.vho arE
weiting expectantly at the other end Fran goes on he;-
knees and starts puslcing the ccniainer towards Louise.
The distance bt"oveen them is too big. and she has
gone so far with her body that ii she iets gc of the cbject
she wiif fa[1 ilat on her fece. Libby steps in, grabs Fran b1i
her coat and pulis h*r back into the islan<J.When hei" hands
leave the tank, she elmost hi ts the grounci .

Heien and loLi ise st ;"uggle wi th the \ ,veight of  the
coniainer"  Lcujse is standing cn a plank of  wood 5h*
sudcienly ieis go, Crops the obieci, and jumps off the piank
rnaking a Canc;ng Dircuette, v,.:ith e ioyful exoression in
her face. FeeLings: Lauise -  jcyous; Helen -  i i reC,
indiffei-ent; Fran * irr[;ted, we couidn't wcrk out ho.!v Io
do i i ;  Richard -  fe i iure,  we faiLed in achieving the task

Libbrv tells thenr how difficult the iask reaill,i'+ras 5h-^ seys
it vvas devi:ea by sornecne very fil, as if tc ameiiorate their
sense of failur"e.Whiie she talks, Fieten, Lcuis* ani Caih
stand oi l  th* piank dnd jump geni iy Lrp end down.
Libby asks the group what are the issues th*y need ra
iackie They Volunreer so!-ne seLf-cr.iticism" They didn't set
up a gccd cornmunicai ion {hanf i€ l  between isLands,
anrj task understanding rvas uneq,;;1. Libby pcints out that
in a real work situaiion ri i5 difficult to have the time and
tne space to work out undei-;tandlng and cveraLi ';ision
ecross the group.

Mati'ruas the Leader foi this iask. his rcLe cauii have been
rnore effecti';e if he haci been on the central islaitC
Thev eckncrviedge thar in splitting the '"vork int* di;tinci
areas cf i-esponsibiLit-. they frectlr+d communication Libby
insists that  th is was a more reai  scenar io,  a test  of l
ccrnmunication skiLls, and hoiv cen you r,rork around
communicat ion pr"rblems. l .cuise asks i f  they v;ere
successflrl within suLrgroups. R.!cheids says: nc, r+,e$ljeo
bsiause vye "t {oi1:pl€t€ l,4e fas*, Fran says; rfjl r,vas
a rnatter oi iiie cr rieath vote v;ould b+ deaC, so we laiiea.

Back in ihe meet;ng raoffi they give ihemseives marks.
F;ity per cent ior tssk ufidersfsnding, a lovr- mark based
on b6d coinmunicet icn.  Mat ivdt icn:  Louise th ink;  they
weie genuifiely trying ic achieve the task. They silruici
girre themselves a sixi), psr cent, Pianning r,vesn"i gflod"
libby exptains: you can't plan succesifuiiy !t you don't
analyse weli. Thei; agree they ,les*.ru-e a very inv ireik on
planning Someone rnakes ihe nrark cn ihe cha;- t ,
somecn* eise asks: is it twa Ber cent o!' tvventy per
ceni? | hear: if is {&ra per ceni They ail iaugh

Leadership: th;s is the first tirire sonte.,ne v,ras act!ng as
an officiel leacier-. Th*y discuss the things that [.,]att
dld effectiveiy, and the things that he couid have done
ta mdke the iask more successful They give {eadershlp
a fifty per cent rytark.

They change pLaces around the table, and the Eifficsphere
in ihe room l ightens ap, becomes more dynamic.They
ga into a heated argL;ment.- fhey seem to be reai l l :
troubiecj by their mrstakes and not getting things ri6ht_
When ihey are in disagreement they L:ecome mLrch
more tivery as s gforlp, ihe.y are mr:ch ri.ioie interesiing
tc observe, mcre c*mplex, mai"e con{roniational Radicai
dem0araaV instead of ccnsensus.

Cjving themseives a mark for  enjoyrnent,  they go
thr-ough the funfiy rfloffents They [;ugh remembering
when Fran w*as str€t.hed oui, clinging to the .ontainer
fcr dear Life Lcuise sir€t.hel hei- arms tow;rds Fran and
sh6kes them, pretending te i:e phvsicaliy sirained. They
give *njoyment a fifty per cent mark. Libby anncunees
therE wiil be a furr aclivity ne^"t They will discuss the r-est
ifi the evenirig or tomcr!"cur Lei's all ineet o,.ltside in five
mif tutes.

e
\ly'e are driven in a 4x4 to a soot about five minutes away
from the main buildings, where there are iwo war tanl$
end an army lon'y.The place look like a pammiUtary training
camp,We waLk into a rvcoden construction, an octagon
with atl its perimeters roofed, and a large and clear
space in the centre, a bit iike a rodeo There are waoden
benches and tables a[[ along the walls, the vrood that the
place is built with is burnt black for aoCed effect. I heer
Dave referring to this ptace as 'the stockade'. There are
strings of red and blue tight buibs, like the decorations used
in village fiestas.

The group are handed blue overalls, and asked to wear
thern They are to ld they wi l l  do archer"y and quad
biking- They start getting into their protective gear,
there are some problems with sizes; Fran asks is she
can get a smailer size.When they are ready, they gather
fcr a group pi{iure.They are split ;nto twa groups, who
witl take alternative turns to do the activities.The group
that wi l [  do quad bik ing f i rst  are handed f f iotorbike
helmets They leave with Dave for the quad bik lng
ginund behind the stockade

I jcin the other group. Libby takes us in the 4x4 to the
archery site, at the foat of a slope There is a small
sheltered construction, and beyond a barrier are six
targets,  coLourfuI  c i rc les pinned to a straw base A
middle-aged man is lvaiting for us there. He introduces
himseif, his name is Doug ancj he tvill be in charge of
shovving the group what to do He aslts their names, I am
sitting ar,\€y from ihem at the computer He turns to me
and ask my name. When I  answer he says something
about n'iy glasses, I don't uncjerstand, but don't ask him
to repeat tt

Doug shows the group how to place the anow on the bow,
and how to shoot He then starts br lnging leather
protection pieces for them tc wear on their arms and
fingers.This takes a long time to do as he has to go arcund
showing each person I decide to have a go. He helps me
tn f i r  thp nrnterr inn ei^re< |  shoot an arrow and i t
doesn' t  even m€ke i t  hal f  way to the target.  I  am
surprised at how strenuous it is.

I am sitting under the shettet and there are bits and pieces
of archery gear all around me They start shooting The pace
of things is so sloq and the excitement is so mild, I anr
desperately trying to engage o!" I wiil gc mentai. I have never

been to an anhery ground before, i don't i<now how the
r-eal thing lcoks, but here it a[[ locks a bit phoite],- I try to
concentrate on the performance of the archers Richard
is a very good shct, and shoots one arrow after another
without interruption, looking focused and serious. Cath
hasn't hit her target yet, but doesn't seem to be too
bothered about it. She keeps her arrows lined up along

hi t  her rarget twice.  She has a very nice sty l .e.  very
relaxed When she f in ishes ai i  her arrows, she turns
round and ask Doug with a sweet ione: can I have some
more? Helen has also done qui te ' .vel l ,  the same as
Fran. Sarah has scoreci once-

They walk up to their targets io fetch their arrows.
Doug pins haLi- inf iated bal loon; io the bul l 's  eyes.
Now they have to try bursting them with an affo\J,/. The
targets are lined up right at the bottom cf a very
steep slope.

In the distance I can see a training circuit tnat look [ike
the ones used in the army.This place feal: iike a rlreird cross
bet\A/een a clandestine paramilitarv ir6ining camp, a
spaghett; western fiim set, and a rich kic's garden parry.

People concentrate oil their shooirng, ihere is not much
to describe and i start gettinE edgy aga;F. i find it hard to
believe that this cen be sold es enrertaln!'nent. lt makes
me wonder how boring your- iife can be There is so
littie actually happeniag, just the ser:ie thing again and
again. The feeling of the day so :a: :s thet ,vou have to
repeat the san'ie process, go thro,.:gh iire sarre routine over
and over untiI you perfect it The archery seems [ike a
metaphor for the tasks the),'!.e done befcre. as if to
make the message hit horne ;n a subiim;nai way.Someone
sets a target, then telis vol the best way io hit it.Ycju try
your luck, and then it rs iusi a matier of repeating the
process untiI you get it rignt- Chance and repetition:
the founding pr-!nciples of benavioura! learning

Alt the giris are stanoing next to one anoiher in a tine,
\^/earing their blue overalls. They stretch the anows in their
bows, and Doug iakes several snapshots of them with a
couple oi theii'cameras. Su joins rne at my improvised desk.
She came wiih Libby a few minuies ago. She tells me she
nrent iruith the quad biking team, but the fumes from the
bikes make her s ick



QUAD BIKES with LJl t raventure and BADGER WATe H

Libby dri'res us to a different spot, a very wide field
surrounded by wooden fences, In the distance we can see
the other group stilt?tding the quad bikes I have brought
with me a high stool, and I sit there, just outside the
fence. My group start walking across the field towards the
bikrng area. I hear them taughing and shouting to the
others as they get closer. This is clearly the hot spot of the
day.They reach the far end of the field and stand together,
looking at the bikers going round some sort of circuit From
where I am it is virtua[y impossibte to see who is who. I
notice someone is riding a bike white standing up.

I am bored and feel detached.There is the stillness of death
in the air, but maybe it has to do with my position as a
si lent  wi tness. I  can see the group but I  can' t  make
out indiv iduats.  Sometimes the sound of  their  voices
reaches me, I hear something about a helmbt Someone
gets on a bike and rushes of f  up the hi t i .  i  can hear
the sound but the bike is scon out of sight, hidden by the
trees. The group that was biking before is now walking
towards me. They wit[ be picked up by Libby and taken
to the archery site As they approach the spot where I am
sitting, some of them take pictures of me on the silly stooi
in the middle of this roclly patch They ail look very happy.

Over in the distance the other tearn is aiready sitting on
their bikes and listening to the instructions The landscape
around us is very beautiful.The field is a flat strip of land
enclosed by hi[[s covered in trees and bushes of different
shapes and colours. Birds are singing everywhere. I start
to th ink about what I  am doing in relat ion to what a
cameTa can do,Also I have to considerAnna's expectations
and how I can relate and respond to them We have agreed
that visual description needs to be the focus. How.to make
the writing more visual? When I write I tend to think too
much in terms of  hor.v the words wit i  sound lmage
and rryord: I remember just a coupLe of days ago someone
ment ioning Spanish v isual  poets

Maybe I should use my boredom as a tone and make the
wri t ing qui te deadpan. I  am interested and moved by
little gestures, by the sma[[ things that happen when you
are caught of f  your guard I  th ink that 's what I  resent
about th is exper ience. I  f ind the purposefulness of
the whole day very exhaust ing A del iberate way of
getting to be with each other is being put forward here

I t  has to do with putt ing on a performance, wi th
art iculat ing th ings c lear iy,  wi th being ef fect ive l t 's  as
if the reaI you was too messy and too unstable to allow
for communication and collaboration \.vith other messy
and unstable selves.5o you are taught how to put aLl
this aside, how to be a good team piayer in the drearn
team

There is no time whatsoever dedicated to hedonism, not
even a little luxury allowed, a ver] army style. One of
the first things that struck me was that after lunch there
wasn't time allocated for coffee and siesta, or even to
hang around chatt ing dt  the tab[e I  immediately
thought:  ycu would have a r iot  i f  there were any
Lat inos in the group The totaI  programme proposes a
verry sanitised way of being urith each other. As in the
army, yclu shoutd only engage in exchanges with others
using the correct Language, the correct tone, and never
letting your emotions get in the way of task resolution

After what feels like a very long ;ntroduction, they
finalty start to go around on the bikes, ane after the other.
They circle around the field.,After the first round, they get
some more instructions from Dave They staft going round
again Someone's bike gets stuck;n a pit.The driver is trying
to get the bike out but can't. I hearthe others iaughing.
Dave is now teaching the next one in the line how to drive
through this pi t  I  hear him shout ing:  keep going, come
on, keep doing it, smoothlThen he says: gently, gent'ty,
we{l done

Dave gets back on his motorbike and everyone fotlows
him on yet another circuit. I am fucking freezing because
I aff not wearing overalls, and have been sitting out in
the cold for too [ong. I can't write anymore-

I decide to waLk up to where the bikes aie, tc see if ! can
get my blood running again. Cath is standing iry the side
of the quad bike circuit, taking pictures. She tells me she
didn't Like the bike and got off. We chat for a bif. I now
see the bikes cLose up, and the obstac[es that they are
driving through. I agree with her that it does look a bit
scary.There is a wooden bridge and landscaped siopes and
ditches and pits.The quad bikes are huge, it must be almost
l ike r id ing a came[,

Dave rides past us, and stops. He says to Cath: get on the
back, l ' l l  g ive you a r ide around the ci rcui t

I  th ink:  n ice gesture

;ifler iifiner p-.ilple 5iait ir mcve ;nto tne icuflge, ieiai,
i is ie;r  i r  i r iu: ic Drr ing dinn*r ih+r '+ he: been sorn*
relib€rni;or ni i. \'/heii]*r" F+r*Fi* i'.;an'red to go L\ed!4ei
\','ai.hane- | r::.i nevei- h+a;d .:f :uci: lhing. i a:rr tcil it i:
r vei--y irgirsii il i4E ;;ve i-djki ii,. the gi'lur, anc rieke-c
:t stuirc i:rh-.r i;necr*:i;iig it ;5 :oini4 t! ne cirid, irujiy,
lots ti'i'flidge: ;'s |r; ;;sne;;i,- fi:r:y lrsCgeir. stiii, a i*1,';
6f i i ; - '  n. ; r r  ja _1. l t , ;  \ "?ni  : ,1 : (  i ,1. .  .e l :

The caFs we hnirt uleen given ere a:na:ing 7r:e1 are
rlesigr:eC to praiect us frcfl vicrc*s ;l;dg=s t<unnir:6 *n
trp oi ih+ cap's viscr ihei-e is a pork+t where a r-riack net-
i: hiCc*n il ycu puLi lt rilt, it coi'ers ycr"j;" head, liF't ihe neis
beekeepers wear.

i stfirt D€acniing ::,+ar* lhai i!-ls i5 r '",6ry di{ierenl
experience cf naiu;'e ft-c;"N the one i have We +i'e
asked io keeF tlteL ,<iler:t+, io as iloi tc :c:i'e dwdy lhe
badgei-s. They ire 16lled hi;rones i* 5penilh, i h*v-.
il€ve!'seeri *ne, such en eliolia ;uiopee$ frfiin:ai. i afi tsiri
r r r  i ro 'p 1r . l ;v  5 i i i l  L nt i i  lh+,r  1Ori lq lLr i  inc !ou rdr

:pe th*fi Wa i'e:ci: ; .Fci, stlii on ihe lcl-ii-rsth, ail' i ri€
r!:-r+ uo airng rh+ fence

B*hird us ii:he i*i'el!. ;+d ahead lf us e cleer ,aliey cics-.d
L;* a nii[ cc'.'er*C i* bear:'iifr:i iis€$ li ;s iate hut thf sky
ls stiii ciear.L\te seei-n i* i:e ccnaenlraiing on :he rocts
cf a Cead tiee tiirilk i \tufint ro esk if t-he badgers live unCei'
the tre+ focis, bi:t we are supposed:o keep very stiii sc
I  don' t  asK

i go itt* ii* tie*, sit Dil in-. FrLlun* e;ro gei the ifiptop oui.
The llght ci i-he .icreen is ii ':e oniy iighi roming fron iLe

ih-. badg-^ii worl'i appeai i irav+ a siicng f*elirg oi
inappr*pi'ie{enes:"

ld-r lr-. i: '"v+arng th* irilts ilv*f tneii- hsads yet.ihey icck
like Pr us;ian sclCiei: svith th-. net hariging to t iie bac{ .i
the *aps They sta*d ;tiil anC ji1 siL*n;e I Lcc,k *i theni, anC
fr:ili ',er arr:::r ai ihe hilis:ni the sky"Ih*re is stiil iighl sni
a sii'ange mi5t. ! th;fik i.h:s is hltr, r si-;ir:el Lc'rkl vr|r*n ii
1,. iicuC:,,, ilore rririges bang against fiy Screeli, they
dr? atii 'a.lei ro the iighi, afid i eill l:lirrierj *1; ii

i i  r r  r ; r i te r ,6. :ssui ing tD kt iDw ihe[e ere no snakes
:rr:::rd Ii:+ iciesi ie+l-: lifeie;r, rhere are i-il ir;secii
rrnking scunts or shining in lh* d;rk. na fi'ogs or toads
crylng ris ! rvi'iie ihis, I hear the scLrr:d al an a#| i am si:ch
an eLierr here, ev+ry-th!ng that se++rs ic be perfecti'1
norrnai fcr lriem, is a rev*ieilcn it rne" ! have s ictai s?rse
of disclve15,

i airr :eeirlq my firsi sunsei 
"vithlui 

sun ev*l The sily is s'liil
br;ght bui it is..'eitl difficuLt tc se*, \*/e aie et ihit i:ilr€ sf
ii,:sk in whlch the iight is irw birt biiriCing The :G;".5
staru io app+a; shi*nlng :*fiiy inroLrgh iire Cdikenifiq ski
i try ro aiienteie rivseif but i dr:n't knc.w this ;i.ry, I d+n i
reccgni:e ti-ie staits very ..veii i ca!-;'t "i+il\Nhei-e the scuth
is, ihis adds tc my feeiing cf rtrangeness, P.elr+.ca fiarses
n:e a fhsk r.uith whisk;'. ; i,u,r* a sip ond ir is *ice and hun:ing
;n ihe ih ioat

[v*rybaCv l*ck r*{axeci, tir"ed, a bit Crur;k rnavb+. They s+eril
io ire enjoying, The horse !s reru vreiccmifig. Ssi.€ and LibL)v
are very !"etrxed abflilt ihe piare \'V'e have m$'ed ilings
aiL-uild ir fit +ur ne-.ds Theie are i.:it-: cf ciothi*g all
c:er i1:  ,Dla ' .e,  r , r . i  sevt la l  , :u i  , ; r  ,hoes 6r;s31,,  dral  ;  . r i
i* c*mer-s, r:nderthe tables lne bar"il op+n Pecple get c.irinic,
i r . t r  choi  lo Dorgeni  La'e ls f ! '>v staqd behrnd:h* bar
l  g l  ) r r1 rr . i l  the f t r racry ic " .  r , ; l r  a - ig. :er :e:  'ht  n,ghi  i '
very stili When I leai,e n'r,v i'ccm tc join them d'Jwnstiii"s,
i s*e there is the picrL:i'e of an crri c;r the 3iaircase \raii
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Du:-ing breakfast Louise cornes to our table and after
sorne hesitation, te[[s Anna that a group af people,
herself lncluded?don't wdnt to dc the paintbefl
batt le. She wants to know if  that 's OK. Anna
doesn't answef, she dcesn't  seem very happy
about rt .  She has told me she realty v' /3nts to
video the battle with Sergio Leone soundtrack.Anna
finally suggests making it shorter, and altovring some
time for the group to go on a walk or have a rest
before lunrh. As they negotiate, Dave joins in the
conversation. Jhere is some joking about a rebe[ion
in the making. Dave sounds real[y heart broken about
the fact that some of them are against the idea" He
keeps rnsist ing that i t  is  grear fun.  At the end
Louise and the other ' rebels '  agree to give i t  a
try.We get ready and leave the house"

We are taken in an army truck to the stockade. I
have a very visceral reaction to aii the]r mititary gear.
As Dave helps me up the back of the truck, I teil him
it is quite a daring thing to ask a Sauth American
to voluntarily jump in an a truck. He replies: don't
wa{ry, we wan't makeyou ear At the stockade,
rhree young men greet us The group is asked to
wear camouftage gear. One tearn gets uniforrns with
a green, brown and black camouflage pattern: tire
other team's clothes are green, red and black. I heat
Dave referr ing to the former as the'Bri t ish army',
and the latter as the'Swiss arrny' !  f ind i t  rather
strange as I  a lways think of  Switzer land as a
ileutrat country; not very tikety to go to war. They
all get dressed, and then take pictures of themselves
wearing their mil i tary costumes.

Dave gathers them in front of a ftip chart, and gives
them a bit  of a lecture about warfare. He writes
keywords about teamwork an the chart .  He
mentions there is an added factor now, i t  is a
{sirnulated) matter of l i fe and death. Anne takes a
picture of me writ ing, and tel ls me I look very
glamorous in my sunshades and wearing l ipst ick
anridst a[[  the mil i tary craziness.

From where I am sit t ing I see them al l  standing in
the centre of the r ing. Some look amused, scme
seem to be a bit  anxious. The guys that gave
them the clothes are getting the guns ready"Then
they hang around, chattrng, dressed in btue shirts
and trousers, and wearing Luminous yel low vests.
We have been told it is the first time they have a
group mainly comprised by women We must be
qui te a weird bunch for them, nre wi th my
computer, Anna with her video camera and funny
requests.

Anna takes a pictufe of Dave imparting waf strategy
and combat techniques to the two teams; Rebecca
takes a picture of me writ ing. As the weekend
progresses I am becoming more and more of a
spectacte, and by now I f igure rather prominently
jn the v isuaI docunrentat ion that supposedly I
am here to substi tute. I  don't  nrind i t  too much, I
guess i t  balances the power I have been given to
observe the group. Some sma[[ brown and reddish
flowers are fal l ing from the tfees and over their
heads Anna's camera is standing on its tripod to one
side of the group. I hear Dave saying: this body fires,
this body fires, fhis bady fires, then it falls.

On one of the tables there is a row of facemasks
wait ing to be picked by the 'soldiers' .  The sound
system where Sergio Leone's music wi[[ be played
is next to them. On another table there is a row of
heIrnets.



$3-&$ NTS&X-A- $$eTYtS wEth S &trmvs a"ntq"$re



' f  *  FF-EF:e?#gat*s- EF,fTLi l  t+!€* t lZt*av*rgtatr* : : i ' i l

A:; i;l*'c ii":".:vr tlil ir3ttieizi.i[rrC. i :er: I-rari i: nr.idi;:;
nei"Ii'Lrrlfi i,:'q:ip l!i-l*: la: : tira::,tv+ brris;t ,::i hei laii.
ani l  . t rc i . i t€ i  i i t ; i  J i  l l f  i  1- :gn.  i ' iF i i . { f r :1 i : j : ;  i l r ;1"  S
*een 3hi:r r:-irnti+n-, lrc'r' l:;li l:i:,ri ir i: They 'uer*ir t

il!fiiJit'j,j i 'sr :; 
'ti+; 

ir:r:i '; :h"rr,irt,:j b\; ilr: i:rpeii:,il+

I :ir i;t:ri lr \.'.ihfl'*.-ls:l ti:e ;+;m; r: evailt;iii! lirir
i:.r-ii triiih ii+"ie Th*ir <iirrl:; itlw li.elr"ii:*mlirii:;t:crr
f*il :pait r:+:trr,te ci ine rlur;ii--. lh*! i liiidn't hg;i =.:;il
clli9i nxi ,"'i;i-jai rci-tr.,:ii vtrii iirp:ir55;!;;i;' e: i;*ititi* ,,.vei-,:
ai',.r,:.v sh+iteri ng Lrt:r 1 :d ri"ii: wlL;dar r a.ff i;: iirjaii.:ir :,
lii.f:;:lri i: jiir;ng di:c-!5 l'i-crl r-i*,:iili ",vlri:lr:.i l':l:; ire:i
:r;ri *ni it,:!.ir;s v+i-i.eri, a bii Lik* a rr:di;r.;l i:r;ili it

F::rr+ t,tii: ihe ernuil i,:ov iral air:iie: ill*r'": *::J
'rio,i:rk ti:i lirlri i:!'piori*rlr Ihc'./ eilacLiilt*";,, 

j f,11r;1

in8'.r f*i l*r:nij ihen-: R*:i sll,jiers d.r a 'rar;i:ie i;p',
jL::r llr': sh*Ls i-ie: ieiis ihefl:r..o; u.-.eia r;ll;oi;,rr.-, 

-i 
li:aJi

-,'fie*r; 5le,rtl ia,vs h+.!i-cl:;LEhi iil Lc,:is*'r ni*ii iir;ne,
j ; . l . . l . l l  l , i , r ;  i r i  ' i  i r i  - : r . . , , r i t ; i , . . - ;h i  . . . ,1, . , ,
lrycrk o,,rt iireir str-;-i+g;r Dettt:. Ti:* iieif*[aE r3arii
i i t *u i i l  gr  ;hear j  f  r rgt  t+t t : : i r i ;  i . ! : r :  r i15; ;13 iLura,
wi i ie t i rgre : i iCl i r i  Le ai :c l , :n:=-rr*  c lvei . i i :g i i+ i r
i;er:l;:;. H avi i';i ' i raiyl+d ri;l-:;:i rh+ il i*it if; i:!5 \,r,i,:rr,
tri../ it*ii ;n;Lrinp. l;ack iiril ifr* iiticr

i 3iS0 i+k* mY Flrs;tign i in:lril i*ilr. s* r+eiiC, ir rui-;
?yhi ts i i+tar anI wea;" !*g J inasir . ,  i j i i in i i  1r ; ih d
ier.'rtp b;v iiis 3C;{e nf a iake batti;rgr.*.und Ar.:rr:i i: g;:iri;
*irund in lrer ;,*ritcuii;g* .F9s!', !iii3i:lfiF thr: _qll i lan
lirl :rei' ;cr*:: ine, fiirning ffie Er ; ly!:r

l'he riry-c lean'is efe stiii gi:iiing re,;d'; io: ih+ :*i.lli l
[c In i .  L: i rnn!nE the! i  st f ; iegy.  i  - . :n ioke an, j  Fl ; r ] / .
iciile r*15:a i;-; r'Er: 15;nou'ur I iai'r 53+ *il3 *i ttil
r r4r i ls  i * ik t ! ' iE tu Dar j f .  i ; t i ;ng the; f  i r : ;s i . .s.  ar*

Lrr ixt ; lg ai  l t i i l rerni  r i i+.e5 in i ie l - - ; i i i r l r l : r i - r i i
\#h,::: r,r'e ai'riv*ii he r,* ii w*! sili ' ln-,' !it?r ii:e :lL-r-.lir5
:if= d*-cirtg in Scn'ic*r,.*, I :hinl.; Rich:rd, ;:; in rh* rr:id,iie
cf ii re iieii i.vl ;r; ii:t or th* qrs--. ict-; r::*:ft e i:iit rit il"i i;_q
lv+r e u,;+*ri*i i i ir-u{iu ie. anotiil i ' l itc. ;troiis :*:;uaiiv
din,tnF ii"rs .,v.11{i*ir baiiack , frciili l*, ; E#:1 tha
t+"rl: er* j' irr;il ready i.rri ! see th+ l.wi:s tt;r-rr

ra;;ikin t:; tai";r thlir- D+!it;i"rar::; li:3 ii iiti ' i !!rl '11ili i.t
! i ;e
ii-ie lrnrtr,;:l L.i ritalf iir;i ii iak+:.i.i.:err: i-* E*i ll*rj..;
it ss riisilrlpi:l,icirai+ i! ri'r3 ::tr:ai iir:r: in l;t1.1=. iii-r+
ir iar  iLr t* i ;v i :s: . "4 i - r316 lhr ; . , ; i i ; ib, : i i  bui i* i i  h i i  vo! ,  j

i ' i ; ;  b i"r  l i leelr  c l  beirg s i : r t  L ' " ; : : - : i  e i ; i .  i : r : : t
s i i i r - i : { r f i f  f l5hi  :at- ;5!  i ' l * l - l ' r ; ; : ,  i t i t : i i7 l* t : . i r i *  a
, / ' { i : i ldt : r  f  +r . :+ ;n ' i  5 i : i - tc l . i i r : . i  3.r  g l ' r ' ;  i l re l  , ,e l  l r
i*t-:'re+n* jr:rili * Iitlr;- iirir:j;aici: lh- fitii j ?iijrt!
ti:il irvr,+r'gice i,'f irr::ii:ge -i-ir: 

',.;t:ci= il]airi i.r :i1.,,;l;.
rici?;lti!rF 'ioiitrii-r ti:i 'r i,-:"",it ?irii ,-li ll ':it firiri i:{i\i.i
fi.l:- lali.til :.hl'.f , ariC : f ;:rii:: cic:r.: la,r.rti..ti{i i ;I t-,

Ei./;ilg r-il: ii; lr5;1,.;;,'=.:. lif i. 'ri:-r in ;r'i givei it:; ll;rr:
i- 5c.1!fi--nr i:irdih;r-rg li:i: jnii .: :;ir+;j uv,ih * h;-*iieri
g l :n.Th*r l  i5 hed'ry 5n'r* i i ! ' i4

i i:;r i sf,i. Ari..rrjilq rilrJ\j. ih+ i:srii: i: tJj.i: g iriai:e ;:i
ilre iiirih*' *r:,.1 cf rirE frEic 11":er | :ee ihF 6r,iis:r ie;r:
h;:; gaiire l':ii b;i-ir ;l ii i*ii itast:, ::;tl ?fe stitLiflg,
il3 *iI+rrr;,.,u ffii ilv..*r. ;gt!r.

i rere ; i  a i , i i  i i i  faf l in i l  rur ; r i i i :g an, i  f ;xcL. i - t :
tnaJt;il3. rti:-Li;.r? lsef||:r ic \ir!w +h*ig th* hirjr.::i
i : i : i l1 '  15 15* f f iu: ic i :  , r t i i i  p la; i i r ;g i :ut  t i ; ; :  r i r ; , ;
r:,.rr,j ,i i,r rir:t sc, irird Aiirra is:t;i:ci;-rf bei-i,v,:+n i,irr
rr;ai'sf"iliL: iila'rt J.rii *cug), rn,j -r'iilL f iiii:iit; -!i,::r'l+,::ir-.:
ti '.:i{.:,i-ta{:'.,i-' lleriirg a i:l:fi iiat i-En:t ii r': bi*r.iarj
l-h,lii si:a lrif:r rti rr*tr;J r..ri zi;,i."it ii; tire:ig::*i it i;*i
r irfji:ia?n,*r,: 9L- A :l4iriii.ll i !1iis i.jxe qiolnij itf ir',,
i - , i .  '  -  ' :  '  l . :  .  . :  " ;  "  

" '1 "  i '1 r '

l);,,'*: i.u,aiks a t.iLLe*' iL,ilti*r or;:. scr;'t!11fi*: tii{t !'Liiri
6i6ilE * l+lae.1lr,: iir-ii,+ ii:i.:ni, iilr: i-:+l"iie it ic'i'j.! ?r'4
f for€ ia i t f ig i - :  i l *st  r : i  i -hr :  i i r r , t  I  iar" i : le err ' , 'crr?
cr inei i i l le i  i  h*ai  i i : t i : i i r rg,  

" ' i , rch 
i : ;  i l ; i :e i : ra- : t i :e i j

',^,,lth ii,]-,rciri: cf aainr 1'\j;i+v ilid tl'!*it Li:,r* is r ri':ll
se* ix i [ t l ] : , .+ i i i ; ru i  ; i f i .  i ; r r , r :  i ! :e dr; ia i t l r "  i  s+e
5*ffailfie s*;i-rhina th6 irriCf r.:j * si;e',i -'!.lfiieciiFl
j i : i ip: :  i r i ta *  i r* : :ch. . {1cr* ' i t i :n{eJ rc i r i ;e i :  e ie
'+aiig'i +.:t Arl i:,l..ls il Fi{:.rir* +f : irrr;*i* :lLci*r
\.itviiE rilr glrfi riTili h*r nead. I-h+l* r: :,{)rne nic;'+
l1i)ci!4g ,l iir+ r:i:t;r,-:e li*i',r ;'ulr+:r i ;it 5iii;ir'l it

i: ir-n;lr:ille ta irii ithai'r k-=r,rixg rii1. r:3 sijr; ;-i:l 'r*:

,rl ;;:,i!i I r** n ijf 6* :ii"i,:rt.,.E a;: .,i 1 it*:(.i .
.t,l i: i, li i : i 1 ;1 I 11-,s-..,a1 ; :r r: ":-hi-' li;ji ik .;' :l h: irj i r! iir+

i.;',+; ijn iri"l+r; -fi:*:i-ri*ii 
'-.1 

iit+ ,l-,,:iir. i ;rt \.ri:;i;r::6
j-;j:(?! i-ale i:+i .i;ik l-ii1 11;3'r' e!a+:.:ia! i,::.i ; E:il:i{j
iairfl ie, .r{j iii}g *r, lp:i;'r **iir'; g ti; 1i.ii ' ;ii.i lr,. !*+t+::-e
rn; i  h i : r r  : : ; ; : t : t ) t : i ; :  pr i r ; r i ;a i l ,  f . , . i :ah{: : ;  . i :1.  i iorr l

l*,irirtri a frr;;:, r,l i.:l;k it r.qs, at{l plrii: i'r iiei,d 'it ii.t* {t;i:-
t, iiaL;l.i: i.r;ii.: lj i:1t-! ?l)a:jCJtii:ij iii-lr-ir ,ii :lt: irril.:. ;,f ri:e:
fr;lid ',i#r :: iir:til:.;;r..;; Tl7 +,;tti:a'"1.:. i::i:,:i: i;;-,* ir.:';
I l t  I , ! , ' , i j  a l i  : , l i i ! '=r :  r jL: t ! f  :  ; i iv ' r  r . i ! . , r : ,  t  : , : : ' r  ; r : i r : r  i

i i t ] , .  1 1. : - ; , .2.- , '  1 ; -  -  ; '1 =: . ,=,  -= ar,  
-  

: . i , )  : " i , :  i  t lEl . i  i l  i f

la. , t  , ' , : - - :a 1. .= . : , , : . .  1. t :  , - .a- '  a : : ;  
" ; l r r ,  

i :Ar;y l i l ; i

a, .e a1a- ' :  - i - . : r '  . : : . i la i . t  l ,a; :  

- : { lat ; i l : f :n l .  
r la i : raai

irei: i i :, . !... ' t:.:,:.::r i 1.;; i: i . i- '+ttif aI a i itL:l ir ie.3ti-jrt
., ' i  :;,t e :::.-,;. =tri i t i :*:; l ;el,r 1 ;:ati 

' ,.t! i . _tr:

: ai, i: i1 )rj ' , t-t:p- i l i t i ' i i ; ,?ie l i,:t,x' r. '-: i i , l i i l i ! . 
' i--1+

=.|,.] 
:t ti;itdlii| iit ;,: i,ilr-1.: iairrlll, ,.i'l'r jr ii;: i,1j git',..;

).:.- i;. t: l  f h+ ;*,i l i j  ; i ;r i i tr i i , i i t i i  ,-t i i .r;.t l- j5. ; inl : l l : i
:i1gir-rry,-g1i li': =s+: l-lte'; l.:-tia :i ,:: ::.,t-: ,:-i". Lrrlii l;e it
, : i t ; : i * ia i iy ,  i f  i i ' r : r*  i :  i  : ; . , . . \ :  - - i  ; :  i i i . , ie , : ight .

'1"'e :ii ;ti ii-rti: ihi i:r,:i :: 

-.t 

r:'ii- ::;:li ;: ti;; hi:-is€

\ir '+ ir ivr t; i : r{rr, i i ...: i ,;,. ' :- -, i,: : ' l  i ;; i ir ir: i-: irar-k,

t ati:. i  r ' , i i  7,n 1i :.:.r ir i  : t ' ,. : 
-., 

.- 
-:. 

i ,- 1 r r;t : *d t I i  l  ' l  ; i

axnv*i: i l i ,ai l; '  ' : : = :,:-,:\.. ;:; ' ;1,1:. ; i.; ,,q1 qi:!si-

l i1r.i i t" lr i!" 1,1 2:-;,. 
".n:i. 

:? a) i :...:., i  i  ;; "jyp. 31,r311,'ar6ilr,r

4::.: i i :+=:: :t,,-: ,. ' t::: , '--.-t,a 1.- {e'L i,:::,rt!r i l t '  i lr ' i t , i :



$lLM f"{&Klf{6 w3€h Anma Kest amd g€R.[pf  bv Laura Treva$&"] ' ]

X?rue Qw,xes€'fmr&hw WM m# fum$efrmg Pmruqser
After lunch the group gather: in the launge"Anna introduces
the ne* activity: the task is to make a video from a script
thet has been written by l-aurzTravail, a stude*tAnna met
in Brigiton. The onfiinformation she was given were the
names and pictures *f tho participanis in ,Ar;iay-l4les,tend.
,Anna explains she l;il[ be the camera operator,just doing
wiat they teil her ts do"They have to work as a team, and
decide how they want to gc ebout it. She hends out
copies of the srript tn ev*rybody. Tiley will be responsibl*
for all the tasks involved in fitrn rnaking, ll"cnr production
to acting"Anna $uggests thct they dlvide roles. She says: lf3
a trme-basedtask, sfart*rg now 7: ?Spm fil3pm.

They ar* all siting an the sofas in the lounge, having
tea.They stdft feading the rript they laLrgh ,orhen they read
certain bits. Someone ask:did she knorru lr,fio we lr,ue wfien
she wrc:e the script? I am sltting at a table at the back of
the rocm.Anna walk up to me, and $v*s me the qynopsis
of the script typed on an A4 sheet of paper.

Anna gives tl,em additlonal inforrnation.They wil[ need to
rnake s*nre props, there i: sonre cardboard and pap*r
she brought i*r that pilrpose. She encourages them to use
flrei rr-eative imagination, to get or€anixd in t**nx, ta asign
thenrselves specific roles. She then says:lusfd* f, f0/$ot fs
stcp *r we will run cur of,fime. Per:pte look ve ry retaxed *nd
h*pp1q therc is a tot of S'ggting.Anna sits back cn e sofu and
loo[s at them.

Tr-jE QUFST FORTHE ORB OF lXClTll"{C POW5R

The synopsis lists everyhody's nan"ies arrd assigns each
individuaL a character. They taugh at the persanalities
they have been $ven in the scrlpt. Sonieone says: r? ls a krnd
ofdrarra, a melodmma. Sr:nreone else asks:. what kinrl cf Laok
arewe aiming t'ar? Peop{e vol*nteer ideas: Camp. Sha\'
camera. I hear thern reading keywords fror':r the sciipt
out loud: a smoking machine, the castte, faot and rncr"rth
issues. Ciflian ask: cen anynne m ake praps?

Anna t*ils them she will shrur them where the stulf to maLe
the props is. Dave watk past canying an umbrella a*d a
heimet. Cillian points out they shauld first decide who wili
be in charge of what, she says: eyeryone cart arf" She ssk
if anyone h*s any particuler skills.They assign themselves
rules quite intilitivety, Cillian witl be the producer, Louise will
h the elircctor, l"lelen goes tn the sound tearn, Coih to pr"op.

Citlian tits very welL in her rote as producel assigning
roles tc people anei checking whc can and r,mnts tc do what
i hear Matt saying: lefs not wanlr*S$ilf thar. Richard and
Matthew wili do locations, although Cillian says she
doesn't know exectly what it enta;ls. The hvo men have a

ff';m:: 
*o decide they can't do anything untilthey tatk

People start getting up and moving around to cany out their
assigned task. On[y Louise end Richard stay in the ioungr,
sitting together on a sofa and iooking like a real film
director and her lccation manager having a work meeting.
Louise says; I fhrnkyou are fryrng ts Jeadffie...

The production tearn gathers in another rcom, they are all
busy doing differenrt things. Su is hightighting bits of the scripi
Ster,e is colcuring *re [d of a cardboard bax I go to get myselt
a gtass of unter and find Rebecca in the kitchen getting some
props:a tray fullot crockery. She shows me the props list.
I read: demo images, foot and mouth images.

Anna comes to see me and telts me l.'lell is hsre, he is
having lunch in another buitding.Anna has asked him not
tc jain the group untiI lecture time. I go ta say frello to
him, he's eating some Chinese food He tells me Dave
wit l  take him on a taur of  the place once he has
finished his dinner.

lgc out on the front pon:h and sit on a wooden bench with
the coffputer on my t*p. Sanh and He|en are sitting on the
sieps close by, going over the ssript togethet I hear music
conring frcm inside, fairground music. People w*nder in and
out nf the building. Sarah and Helen get up to ie*ve,
carrying the ster*o"They tell rne they are in cfrarge *1 the
scund and of moving props *r<lund, and they are also
th* happy witches of the story. Several af tfrem sta* cornin8
nut of tNre house carryi*g chairu tc a ctear spot t* the left
of the building.

Rirhard runs past where I am sitting. Somecn* alLs him if
he knows where Lou;se rlants the chairs.Anna fallcr,vs Louise
around with the camer* Louise jskes with Richard, tells him
to ga and get Jifty chairs. H€ retarts:yilufi1lghtgefa
sfr'ke on your &a,rds. She replies: you are geffi*g pard.
Steve dppears carrying a cardboard bcx and a iarge sheet
of paper with some demans ejrawn on it. Tbe script
seems to be related in some way ts the foot and rnouth
crisis. I see a sheep skull sticking oul ofthe box Steve has
brought out.

The shocting stsfts. They have prepared several sheets of
paper to be used as inter-tittes. Two of them \oid the first
one up in front of the camel-a. Tlre fllrn opens with the words:
IF1EWORLD.The car<I drops to revea[tuvc btue helrnets taryd
together as a makeshift globe, with th€ contixen:s made
out of pink paper.The fairground music ptays, aithough it
coutd also be some kind of n"rilitary march.After doing the
initial sequence they stop. Thefe is a bit of delib*ration as
tirey reatise that atL the ediiing needs to be done in
canrem.They ihey need to have every{hing realty sorted
before shcoting.

Lor": ise says: rf fi as tc look uely arnafeurisft . C iilia n answers:
it daesn't have to, it's Eoing r$. 5u psps her head oui
through the docr and says: don'tyou lhlnk we s&ouCdput
*e name ef aur sporsom rir rhe flm credlrsi l;verybr:dy Nook
at her in silence. She cracks up taughing.

ATiME OF DEATIjAhID RUIhJ

Ihe sheep skull is he{el in frcnt af the carnera by a finger thal
swings it sidevuays. Louise chuck a she*t of paper over the
veranda. I can now rcad ?he next card: )l5HA5[ STALKS TI"jE
LAND Old CLCVFhI |-1OOVFS, follcwed by * diewing af a
Cemon. Anna f*cuses the c*mera on the naveL of tlre
demon. The sheet of paper flies ba*kwards in the wind,
s.nmeone huniedLy puh it do'u'lThe paper fulls to the gnound

Anrra sh*uts: rrrfJ N feel scmeone standing behind rne
and reading what I am \'vriting. CiLl;an pick the paperc up
from the floor, s*nrecne tetls her: don'f trash f,hem.
Anna is stanrling with th* video canrera hanging fi"cm her
hand. She taik to the person standing behind me" lt's Oave.
Itum around and look at him, he is dinking coffee"fte lilfll
crew start ffoving to ancther loc*tion, a clearirrg stltl
quite close to the pr:rch.A circle *f cfiairs has been l*id cut
on a flat area. The producer aild lhe dire.tor are busy
discr.rsing something. Matt goes past mie canyiilg some toiiet
rolts. The rest of the group seern t* be rehearsing the
ne:.'t sequence. {ath nails a sheet cf paper to the wall of a
barn" Ci[ian and Matt d*cide the bam will be the castle and
a nearby fence lrilN be the entn:nce to the caslte.

Fran and steve are hanglng arcund, waiting for their
turn ts *rt. Matt {omes round and asks them to ga
and fetch the heroes.,{nna flirns fath neiling the sheet r:f
paper tc the bam, it reads: HEROIS WAI\TED, a*cornpenied
by the drawing of a castle. Everybody moves to the
entrance of the castle to urait fcr the herces. Finaily
they arrive: Richard, 5u, Steve and Clere. They decide
ihat the qLrad bikes parked nearby cen be thejr herc
vehic[es. Richard, Ckre and Steve sit on th* bikes, *nd Matt
clirr:ils in the back of Clare's.The four heraes sit casua[y
on tlreir quad bikes, anei frcld their scripts in their hancis.
One of them asks: are the scnpts going ta be visible?
l-cuise onswen: o/course, rfwe dor't know the li,res. I am
st;[N ::tting in the porch, observing the film crew from a
distanee. Fran, Cath and Rebecea are sittins next to me,
gigglirg as tley re-read the script.

They are now rear:ly to ste!"i fi{ming ths heroes sequence.
A red car drives into the penking space.Tney deliberate, will

rloor of the casttelbarn. Sonrething went wrong, the
camera faejed out toc quick[y {Anna- what happsned
there?) and I have d$jd vu ior ab*ut tilree seconds.

The script requires smoke; my cigareties 8re il'rentioned as
a resource. The sound ?eanr talk while looking at the
script. Heler: hotds the sterec through her ;*rm, like a
shopping basket" louise *sk me for a cigar*tte. llebecca and
Fran appear wearing blue hetinets and waik inside th* bam.
They close the daor behind them" I see r sign *n the
doonTHE CASTLI OF ffRSON{AL DEVELCPMFI"IT. Cillian
is *[s,: inside $* 5anr, she peeps out through the dr:or. Loulse
is giving rlirections to the heroes while hr:lding the script
in one hand and the cigarett* between her fingers.
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Stretching bshird lhr {;stle t* lrt side af ih* h*u:e
ih*r* is *rt*er large ba:r, cpe* *n ihe lr*rl.?le fllrn tltrr-
goes in. I am rrv,r sitting in lh* titcle ri chairs arrl *g;;r I
{ailnot sef, lhr$ When they gst ;:rd*r llre roof of the fr;n,
thry are *:"ri*aler:l by the rpen d*** cf a:*el. i c;n :ee
sl;ffie cl theln onC bits ci th* sctinn lvhen+ver rh*y :tep
*r".:t *l:h* b;r* inadvrrtenlil: I ses Meit'".,/e:rl*S J liper
head-dresr, sorne soff r:i cr*wr, whiit siiti$$ *n an* *i i*c
bi[es.Anne tries out lhri.s and Cilli;n r:vt*rt(s trre arii*r1.
I can h*,lr Lh* voices of the otheis ccnirg ircm inskie ti:*
hnrn

ACTIOI.I:

ilatt gsti fJ{ tre bike **d ',.*ll* in$ ine bsn. I :e.a fr{i nne;
the ecti*n ls Seyond my r**ch. kris*',.c*t*r *L:t, Cilllar End
Ann* i*Lbit. Fv*ryuaely *lse ccnt: *L:l, lhe herces nr* *li
wearing paper tiar: like M** s. S*pir lrten ltr l:eaC '.,ritf:
the h**d oi her icgging tlp Tn* n:idge's capl ii lr**r
tha:n callirg lhrrr: na:ks] *r* hr*l:firl in and e.r*ry1*dy
v.;**rs them. fhere is a lct of di;lag;e Thev;te ati star:*lng
rlcs*ly !n a grou1. A he*c1 pops r:o holding tfit gl**n
ieaves The .:un tlrres cul - itfong. I see a large p*r*c*$ii
*iln rer1 dcox ir th* **tkgrcu*d. Helen anri larah ar* on
rrsnr: ihr hapi:y rr,ritriel, kn**lirg at lle d*cr *i the
shed Dave is fasclnal*c by the ptfe*rance I'l* bepr tcming
irark t* weith, l\lw he takes his blu* jatlret *ii end nclds
li lvsr his :hcir!.i*r as he watrhts l*t artirn. i hear a
myfeilus sa*C, iik* t$ wind or at **l"lle v,itches speak,
lvith a str*ng *orthern accent. Ihe c+nternporafy ait
ve*icrr li ti:e ,,viicr*s lf i4;c*e1,4. ur*aring h*cded tr:pr
arr:l *ill hrLding:;h* scripis in their hdncs" Sorntciro '*-*.;frs
tirs il:ves ;lb*rre tisir headr.

CLITI {ciapping *rd L;L;ght*r}

Frcnr briag r !{rt tered gtoup runnlng arl*nd d*ing
urcr:ordinaied las!,s, they naw lr:ck liirt a very d*st iear*.
The.y iilm s*q***rs cne a[t*t;noiheq they re*i] s*rrr ta
be tuned in.ifrree *{ thenr run togeth*f tr $*t scmrlhing
\,vitlroLIt 5ayiilg i rr*r:tj. !]a'-'e talkr tu l-raft. l'.'lrlt'oanders
;b{rilt lr,ith thr raiipi in hk lant" Rei:*tr.,l l*nres in
carrying * dir**cr's chair rrrith a rh*et rf 1';per *rlrk tl lhe
back reading:TH[ !:ACltl R.Tle5 pl*ce the chair in ;
:mall open barn Thq' help Davc ls grll..lfessed, I gath*r il*
i: the i;rciiitatcr" lle sitl vi-;th his b:rk ro lhr rrr:*rr
h*i*iing a trlar:gular paper irnnel ic hil eye He says: i*is r:
rllr*i*tef glrg*sl;s- Music - s*und - carxen * nfion; liir*
llft piano *rpeggirs

CUf ! ihuise says: ii;r:{s ilave,you loo*edfcarlrir'i}

Fnn ',r,wes the leaves, the sw hldes b*hlnri rlre ticud:. lmre
bit<er pull ug the drivero;ay. I hear rvonis c*nied by th* ,r"'rinrlr

- a bit m*re..
- re*lly illt
- v.ther y*u g*t in th*re, lang abcritrfor* $:l

- fgli ffe',l.' rfryir"- aie rcady
{The heroes .omf out rf the barn errd iL:r up ti:* hili}
- ten itl,{ills!
- 'd,',teif i l?t!/,tt*F
- rvf #|f i*iticirla ,i'r,.e a,ty n rrr loftfisr"is
- Ev*ry*t* t;r,. .titnd *laund
- a ioi ojilie.ie sciicr tlnqs
- Oie,lIa$s Jfard iir *e tr$dtr
- nr, $ui riii fhs f,*:tprq:

{Ann*:tenCs ir: the niddl* *i:th* circle they hav* i*rned,

enri makss thrn tak a lilt*nce, strrtchlng h*r *rns
lcwari-r tir*r::r.)
-yar siruld dr*p ri l* ft* gi*r,ld

{The rL;$i!ng *i ti* fliplhali papen, the sowd af fnn run*ing
i:r i.he grv*|.)
*(

- *eli
- J*cl. i*r,e rt*
-  id r . , : , ;_, .  - ,  

, l 'Ct :  , r  :  i  . ,  : i ,  l .=5 3g;. ; - . ,1, '

- $sf rrii
-,:..,*J

- a,ii*rrr,*s*lfirg.". i reatised..
(T*e :':L:rd ll a like'-r tngint]
- la iu l; J:a. i:; ra ia ira
- str s #gtr
- Lrdres andgendefie,r t*c
- la fia ,ra Jr;l ,foa **
rriofivate and en*,gr:* mlli'l;fe elC rl * ,rr*iiv;f* ald

**srg[r* 
'?6riyaff 

;i]s fili,rEi.is fi1cir|/;fe ard el]trrgise
, i ; t i i la ledrde4er". , l  -  

- '  
.  : ia -1|J1ai ; r , i ; , j r r  '7,1,1; ,  ; ; ; , .  'J

s,r*lqll:e flairvrie ;lc etllrgrse srcfl'./;ie *,rd *leig-*
, f io1, ' . . .119a, i f  e i t l : , : : . ' : ' . : : . ' , . ; , . t  i  i r .€;5, ; j . i . :  ' I t . " ' . . . : : ! . ! . ,  f

. "p- : .  je , : ; ' : :  . : ,? a: . ' !  ' ' tpt . 'se !n( f tv1rr  '  ;  J  : l t l ; , ' l t '

r$ofiviif md erfrgns ,rulrL.;!re a,'ld sn*,gi-r* ,.,r*iil,;l* ;nd

rlergise flrsfirafs a*d elrrglse fic$,/rl0 acO tr;srgise

*c*cc*c**ocelirlfi&h...
-  At-Li . i : I  i . : i . r1 i : r ' i - ' ; i ' : : ,  1,  ia.

- CiISERJ ']

{The i;iqr*und srusii. pl;ys :rg*ln, thry .rll ;**e cl*,r'.rn ihe
sLope ilancing anC jurrping. Lr,ri:e tlirrw: her:rripl L:;: in
the eir.j

lrl*r.v it s llme ll do t\* ireriil-r. Anln le is then: ro,re yr'iii sc*:
l+ *rf tc tle ir:cfur*. The ir*lJil: if lenf ';'i iiite* *l.r a sheet
*i paper, Rebecca h*kl: ii ;r li"**l rl rhe c*nlere f+rAnn:
i* iitr-ir lt The tlipch;* l*ptrs ily ci'i tle r;sel ari iall *ir
*ry head. F*iipir ll*! bach to r"tierr i ar siiiing a*d
laugh. Rich.:rcl suggssts tli*t e\,*ryi)i{l} jfrt sa}5 tieif
iri:ril:rs cn carneru 5*nttne itftsr';3elS they tirit leec lc
do the enC *f ile lllm. lnnlrcne iays: v,.e reec ir do fhesun.
Twc h*ncjs ',r*arilg yeil*''+ ruiler gLc,ies, and nr*ving
lh* iir:gen lr: lr*nt of the ri:merc Arira :ays: ',ore",r* gat rw*o
," i l ' , ' ,  - .- .  i , , , . . . iC:ng ro.rret l- lr-g i : ,  _ : lr- i1s. . . . .  I i r ,A,., . i ih
th* paper on the l[*cr.She ther hcl*r the prper in fi*nt cf
her iace end re*ds alcud the n:n-e: ,;f:';erj*n* 1i:n* *i
ih*n c+rne to piek L;p th+ procs. l;r,e t*iis lhenr: l*;vs ii
rldgo to lhe ieclure, u;e u;,li pirr tle:" tt icr ytjs.



THE QUEST'"FSR YHg OR.S &F KXCgT'! f \*G p&Wff iR hyr Laura Ynevai l  " {S

rHERE IS A FAI{FARE fT{ADE BY CAY'T7 rRIW" .REBECCA I Ar{p
TIIE GETES OPER TA REVEAT * NE&T T{OMAN (GILIINI) IN
suoKE {rF Yott celr GEf stwE'), sHE Ig FLAt{IffiD CATIT, FR[!{,
REBECCA AND MAITREETiI. THEY Att L@K ITERY

GILLXAT{: Lleleome, Heroes! I a^n Gltlt , personal assigtant to The
Faci l l t tatsr . .

!{AT9IIETd: *GEFPI* The FaCilIi

LOUI$Ei Who . ie fhe Faell l tor?

EI'ERFODY SILENCES

rDl

GILLIAN: " .ANd t
Pre
n

TIIE

FADE

sre my staff . You nay enter" t{e.trave
ur rooms. f advise you a11"to get a good

eleep. as the guest wlll begln tomoriow mornlng
at o'elock sharp,

IIEROES I..E IU THRQUGH THE GATES.

TO

INT/EXTR
INT/EXTR

A CARD Ig HELD IN FRONT OF THE CA!{ERA.

CARD: NMOTNT.NG.. .N

Trrs CARD IS SUI,IED AWAY TO REVEAI TIIE CO!{FERENCE RmM"

GII,tIAN IS STANDING BY fITE DOOR

TIIE HEROES ENTER IN THIS ORDE*: CLAR8, LOUISE, gfEVE, SU,
tt[ATTIIEtf; RICIIARD. i

GTLLIAN I{ANDS OTXT NA}fE BAPGES.

GXLLIAI{: Good norning Clare. Good nornlng Loulse. Good mcrntng
$teve. Good norning Su' Good mornlng Rl.clrard. Good

' mornlng, Matthew.

LOUISE STAIIDS IN THE !{IDDLE OF T}IE CONFERENCE ROOM A}ID tOOKg
AROTJ}ID

THE HEROES PIN ON THEIR N$'IE BADGES.

cATIr ENTERS, CARRYTNG A fRnvlstHgEtrNc s TR0LLEY OF COFFEE,
Al{D CROISSANTS. FFIAN, REBECCA AllD }IAUREEN FOLLOW WITH MOnE
sA!{E.

CATIT: Breakfast! Therers coff,ee, tea and croiaaants here for
' breakf,ast

CL3RE: Croissants?

,tr

TEA
OF TTIE

l

I
l
l
l
I
!:
I
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Nefl l  f fhnprnam Ia-n-n-a]  M,, \ f ,AZlNE

t+e,,,i1,,iiifiihstdi : iinhjS:teft,:PtArtd"

more, whi te pnint ing at  the pf  esent,  a s i :Elrent
highlighted with Efeen diagnnal strnkes. People look
at Neil in silence, sametimes tlrey lnak at one anothar
in a deadpan way. Rebecca tr ies a l i t t {e smi ie.
Nei l  asks the grcup t f i  t ry a [ i t t le sxercis#- Attei
asking them io think abnLrt thi5 instant as the pfesent
nromefit, he clicks his fingers cnce and says nk: now
that rnoineni  is  the Fl ;st  F1e descr ibes th* pres*:nt
mriment as a k ind of  void,  nrent i*ns consciousness.
I  th ink *bout a cf i f ivefsdt ion I  had with Arrna dur ing
lunrh.  She asked nre wlren rJ* lget  rny ideas nr
niake rny confi*ilt;cns She wanted to know ;f it i$
ronrefhing that happens whi le I  am d*scr ib ing what
I  sre,  or  i f  i t  tho.  fesul t  nf  porter ior  ref lect iun.  lwr i te
in the pr*s*nt  moment,  what I  see anr j  whatever
f lc imes into my mind

Safah starts doncl l ing t i r -n ic i ly  on t l re* s ide af  a blank
5l ,ssr sf  [ ,spcr

On 'he tablc:  a glass; f  l ' rdtcr . , r  ro l l  o l 'paper.  a red
fclder, three yeltow hardhats, an efirpty gless, e china
cup, a penci l ,  another glass,  anothor cup, a cf issette,
another hafdhat, a camera {Rebecca takes a picture},
a penci l ,  a rnobi le phone.

A l is t  is  ment ion€d, where the group wrote down
passible topics f f l r  the ler ture,  th ingl  they were
rnterested rn Nei l  ieads th.or;glr  t i re l i5t ,  he says h. ,"
rs a bi 'perplered t l  see lhal  t i re subiet t  I ' re { inal i . " r

chose 15 noi  an th€ i rs i  He 'eaCs 9on'e of  rhe ioFics

that he par l - icular ly l i l " .es aloLrd:  something wcrdy
but not tos cheesy, generti th;ngs, lcts of things"

l - le then goes on tn tatk *bout t i t ies,  he ta lks ahuut
leeture titles, and h*rqr th*y always sfleffi to fall their
misEion, lvhich shauld be to set the right expertatic,ns
about the lect i l re to ccme. He gaes inta a iong
justificat!on of tl 're r-nental pracess befrinrJ his riecision
l,,r give e i*:clure ;:i:cut time inste,ld nf addressing the
;ssu$i  suEgested in the l is t .  H* h*sn' t  got  f i  t ; t le fof
i t ,  but  that  the le{ ture is about t ime. He asks for
sugf lesf ions as tcr  whr l t  wouid hq.r  good t ; r ie fa i  i t ,
Ciarc.r voiunteerc: t:itfte wasting. F{e describes titling as
an interesting activity. l{ichard daodles- Fle says: a lrf/e
is a snare.  snarp t r terved in advar lce.

Nei l  cont inues tr :  ta[k ebout expe{- tat ions raised
al :cut  ler tures on the basis nf  their  t i t ies.  l - ie th inks
expe{tat ions can npver L:e sat isf ied.  He wi i l  now
shcw slides of s*me artworks, anci discuss the choice
of title$.-fhe first siide ta go nrund the table i:; of Rachei
Whiteread's house casi" Neii specLrLates as to how she
might have chosen the name for the piece, how
i{ozart might have cnrnposecJ, how s*rneone might
approach this lecture,  h*w this iecture can be
dei ivered.

Sarne people try to eng;lge with the issues hleil is
presenting, but they are clearly making a big effart ta
remain interest*d. I can feel a sense nf entrailment in
the foom, people keep tufning theif heads taward the
window, as if wishing they could fly away. The word
cn5r5 c0rne5 up"

Nei l  cont inues with hi5 exarninat ion of  short  t i t l ing
The sl ide of  6hosr goes ar*und in a yei low sl ide
viewer. Next, Darnien Hirst's shark in formaldehyde;
an art work with a very long narne Matt look at the
sl ide by turning in his chair  and facing the window. I
hear Anna taking a picture- The slide of the shark gr:es
round the table.  Cath and Louise doodlE.

Time for some quest i r )ns,  t r le i l  br ings back the issue
cf the present moment and asks wlry daes that
moment only iast sa long He wants to know haw lang
that firoffient is, he says for Mozart in the film clip it

iasts t*ur seconds. Others t ry to corne up with arr
answer. iiebscca m*ntions the riight rr/s want up in the
wo*ds, as an exampis of  an extEnded prnsef i t
mflment, a csntinuous present in r'vhich true c*uleJn't
iay harv rrrueh time went psEt SLr askr hjeil if he haei
purpr:seful ly Fo$i ted * quest ion sn anbigucus The
c*nversat!#n gets more and ffc!"P ,31]5tf act, rflore
and mcre meaningless I hear randonr wurd5: cfrnsenslrs,
pradirced, ex;stenre,  past futufe,  cr :nscicusn*:1,
present moment, presflnl' ' i lon-lent, specifically, tirrre,
i rnpact,  speerJ,  ch*ng*,  hypotfrrs i  ,  tan f f i r i  Fran
ioaks qui te cr^s.  c l re r4ys.  Lm l i "d iFg this 

'gry
haavt,  I  rnn' f  <pp lha nninf
" ' t  Jt  *n ' ' |  ' - " -  . -  ' r -  '

Richarcj asks: what's this pfrt ta da with timt, wbaf 's {i*rs
gat ta da utlth tine, what's rhrs gat ta da wit:i] th6
presef i t? Louise cr i t ic ises l " le i l 's  p i"*sentat icn very
strongly, then sftys: no o/fence.Anna filmE arourrd the
i"oom. {al.h says: wculd r,,e ftav* c,ho-cen ta be in this

l"jtlssnt marnent tf we had had a thaiteT Everynne
i;rughs Rebecra ard l.'latl are danclting, s+ are {lath and
$arah

A sm8ll revfilt gathei's mfirnentL:rn. Thn grcup Bsks wh;rt
sens* th is lecture can make io thein they qi lest iof i
ihe extrapr:lation of four seccnCs frorn scnre recoriC-
rate film intci a lect*re that they mn't iink t* tlrnir *wn
p!e5ent moment. Steve dnr.:d{es concent!atei, Leaning
his whole body tawards the papef. Neil waiks t* the
back of the foom to get some of the hrocks I sai.v eedier
on a chair  They arr :  h is br:oks"

Ihe lecture has turned intn a rather f rant ic dnodLing
session. AtL the ta lk about the pre5ent rTr i l rn*nt ,
about t inre seenrs to bc rrysfal is i r ,g cn the . i reels cf

Faper that v.'er* srrpp*sed t* i:e filierj with itscture

paper" I  can : ;ee the r loocl les thnt  {"ath,  LcuiEe and
Ci[ ian are making 1-he three of  therr  are drawlng
arabesque r:rganic f*rms-,Acr'*ss th* i"com Steve is
having a break fram dundling llebecca d*lciles with
a very ccoi  sty le,  holding hersel f  avray f rom the
paper, ancl running th;l penr.iL nver the pap+r s*ftly and
qulckiy, keeping her arm st:-eiche,j- laran rtraws kite
sh*pes while hoiding her heaci with her hand. Cath has
her f ree hancl  an her cheek Rebecca takes a i r reak,
places her pencll along her nose; she then taps the fip
of  her nose with the penci l  rouise prcks up h+r
penci I  and [or 'v*rs her heaci  to rhe pap*r Anna asks
HeLen r f  she can use he. Dl ;n(  she.t  r . f  q inar r f l

ta l<e somE mOre nOtes

I look arnuncj  the room t ! -y ing to f inrC scnrething
inieresting to write about I see anotirer plastic crate
l ike the one I  have the iaptop r :n.That one has an I
stuck on it, min* hes an H. I wcndei' what th*y ei-* Lrsed
ior.

Anna walks up to the window and wri tes something
on a sheet af  paper She holds the paper up and
wa\res i t  to Nei i ,  asking him tc f in ish in a couple of
rninutes.  last  thought,  last  quest ion Nei l  Ehows the
group anather book. The lecture is novr cver. Feople
clap their hands. lt is 4:15pm n*w, we have to hre down
at the front by 4.30pm. I go tn th* room, par:k my bag,
when I  come down into the lcunge, only D; lve i t
there. I ask wher* ever"ybody is gone, he tells rne
they are already on the minibus. He thought peaple
would gather fnr  a ten minute evaluat iorr  of  the
weekend, and tel[$ me vvith a drsappointerl lonk on his
face: they are in a hurry ta ga.

I pack my computer, and Dave helps me to carry nly
bags to the nr in ibus I  shake his hand and thank hirn
for the ureekend. There is a free seat flrr nle, next to
5u.\Ay'e drive away

l.,...,llll
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AN INTERESTING LECTURE - by Nei l  Chapman ' f  S

Space Reseryed ln Advance
I want to start by talking a bit about the list of
possible subjects for this lecture which Anna
has supptied, and about that process which

; : attempts to involve - impticate even - you,
the audience, in the development of  the
presentation which is to be made The list of
subjects has been my starting point although,
as wi[[ become ctear, the development of my
thinking around these subjects has not been
confined to the list and its logic.

You might have been under the impression
when you made your suggestions that a
suitable person would be found to speak on
one of these subject already chosen. However,
the invitation to speak seems to have come
first This woutd put any speaker in a stightty
awkward posi t ion The re[at ion between
speaker and subject is bound to be less a
'match' than a'col l is ion' .  But then again,
maybe this state of affairs is more often the
case than one might imagine when the
presentation of information is made,.

I have a number of options: I can choose a
topic from the list and speak about that; I can
speak, systematically, about everything on the
[ist; or I can ignore the list more or less
completely. None of these are ideal solutions.
In the first instance, I woutd be trying to repro-
duce a lecture which, in a sense, has atready
been written by one member of the audience.
This is a disconcert ing idea for obvious
reasons. The second option, of attempting to
cover atl the topics, would seem to be a
simi lar ly f r ightening recipe for disappoint ing

every [istener in turn. But the second option
might be technicatly impossible in this case, as
some of the suggested topics more or less
exclude others. ('something not worthy or
cheesy' might make it difficult to approach the
subject  ' f inding soLut ions'  for  instance.)

The last option, of ignoring the suggested
toDics, is the trickiest because it could be
argued that that's what l've done But I would
want to insist that this is not the case. What
the list has given me is an incentive to think
about the idea of ' the subject '  in generaI  And
in doing this,  I  have been able to br ing into
focus a oarticutar susoicion which I have had
about lectures for some time: lectures, for the
most part, don't rea[[y have subjects, and
certain[y not in the straightforward way that
titles tend to suggest. By this, I am not saying
that lecturers can' t  do their job proper ly and
that they tend to wander off the point. What I
am suggesting is that the idea of'a subject',
the idea that a lecture, with atl the comptexity
of its presentation, can be encapsutated in any
sense, within the brevity of a'titte', is mistaken.
Titles have their function in so far as they
provide some kind of security - a provisional
foundation on which the listener can begin to
build their assessment of the argument or set
of  ideas which is being presented But the
activity of listening, I would want to propose,
is about the enabl ing of  th inking moTe essen-
tially than it is simpty about judgment And
often an excess of security in terms of what
we feel is our own estabtished knowledge, is
the enemy of  th inking.

what are you curious about? What would you l ike to have a discussion about? What do you care about?
something not worthy or cheesy - something livety and individual and not fascist - scared of Ceorge Bush - I am open but have opinions - animal welfare,
environment,gtobat andtocal  -CND-f indingsolut ions-general  raf tof l iberal  issues-tabourpartymember-thirdwortd-thedebt-gtobat inequal i ty
- Soverments abuse of the disenfranchised - foot and mouth - music and f i tm culture -Amnesty International - human rights * exploitat ion of women
gtobalty - lots of things, people - plants and gardening - environment and human rights - environmentaI issues, nationaI and internationaI pol i t ics - eco
tourism - cultufr[  dif ference and immigration issues - general things, local urban regeneration * culture, f i lm, art reviews, etc.
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